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Commentarys

Eoth monoclonal (monoclonal antibodies [WMLAbs]) and polyclonal TVIGs, which are designed to inhibit microbial
toxing of potentially harmful host inflammatory mediators, have been studied in patients with sepsis. Alejandria and
colleagues concluded that polyclonal but not monoclonal IVIGs are effective in sepsis, however, this conclusion may
not be correct.

First, 2 BECTs i the monoclonal TVIG group (which prowvided 20% of the 4200 patients in this meta-analysis)
aszessed interleulon- 1-receptor antagonist, a recombanant protein that 15 different froen TVIG (1, 20 Second, 2 large
FCTs of 392 patients showing that polyclonal TWIG did not reduce mortality in surgical patients with severe infection
were omitted (3, 4). Third, prelminary results from a large BCT of 653 patents showing that polyclonal TVIG did not
reduce mortality i sepsis (3) were not considered. Finally, a recent meta-analysis of 20 studies assessing the effects of
& mediator-specific anti-inflammatory agents in 2208 patents with sepsis showed reduced mortality (6. 8 of these
studies aszezsed ant-tumer necrosis factor (TIE) WALz in > 4000 patients. Although benefits were small and do not

support climeal use, they do support the development and testing of mediator-specific agents, such as anti-TINF Wlibs,

in sepsis.

Polyclonal or monoclonal IVIGs may be usefial in sepsis and zeptic shocls, but netther has shown convineing benefit
i BTz Howewer, the heterogeneity of severely infected patients and thewr host-defense responses suggests that
TW1G: may be effective only in specific, but not yet defined, patient subgroups.
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