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PERSONAL HISTORY 
 
DATE OF BIRTH  August 17, 1964 
BIRTHPLACE   Tacoma, Washington USA 
HOMETOWN   Gainesville, Florida  
     
 EDUCATION 
 
COLLEGE  University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 
   Major: Interdisciplinary Studies 7/82-5/85 
   Degree: Bachelor of Science (High Honors) 5/23/85 
     
MEDICAL  University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 
SCHOOL  Program: Medicine 8/85-5/89 
   Degree: Doctor of Medicine (Honors) 5/27/89 
     
INTERNSHIP  University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 
& RESIDENCY General Surgery 7/89-6/95 
   Surgical Research Resident 7/91-6/92 
   Chief Resident 7/94-6/95 
 
FELLOWSHIP John Wayne Cancer Institute 
   Santa Monica, California 
   Surgical Oncology Fellow 7/95-7/97 
 
 
 

LICENSURE 
   
                              Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners 
   License  Active 
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   Certified 7/97  Expires 8/03 
 
   The Medical Board of California 
   License  Inactive 
   Certified 4/95  Expired 8/97 
 
   Florida Board of Medical Examiners 
   License  Inactive 
   Certified 7/91  Expired 12/95 
 
   Drug Enforcement Administration 
   License  Active 
   Certified 9/91  Expires 12/03 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
   American Board of Surgery 
   National Board of Medical Examiners 
   Advanced Cardiac and Trauma Life Support  
     

MEDICAL STAFF APPOINTMENTS 
 
   Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
   Nashville, Tennessee (Active Staff) 
 
   Nashville VA Medical Center 
   Nashville, Tennessee (Active Staff) 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
   Vanderbilt University  
   Nashville, Tennessee 
   Assistant Professor of Surgery, 7/97-present 
 
   John Wayne Cancer Institute 
   Santa Monica, California 
   Assistant Member, 7/95-7/97 
 
    
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 
  Association for Academic Surgery 
  American Association for Cancer Research 
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  American College of Surgeons (Fellow, 10/01) 
  American College of Surgeons Oncology Group 
  American Society for Clinical Oncology 
  American Society of Breast Surgeons 
  Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group 
  Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract 
  Society of Surgical Oncology       
  Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
  Edward R. Woodward Society 
  H. William Scott, Jr. Society 
  The Nashville Surgical Society 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

  Society of Surgical Oncology 
  Issues and Government Affairs Committee 3/98-3/01 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 
  
Clinical Director, Vanderbilt Breast Center 7/97-present 
 
Director, Vanderbilt Melanoma Program 7/97-12/01 
 
Associate Director, Vanderbilt Melanoma Program 01/02-present 
 
Associate Director, Vanderbilt Clinical Breast Cancer Program 7/97-present 
 
Member, Experimental Therapeutics Program 6/98-present 
 
Chairman, Vanderbilt University Medical Center Cancer Committee 12/00-present 
 
Acting Chief, Division of Surgical Oncology 7/01-09/02 
 
Chief, Division of Surgical Oncology 10/02- present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
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   Phi Beta Kappa (1986) 
   Alpha Omega Alpha, Junior Class Election (1988) 
   Robert Donohoe Award in General Surgery (1989) 
   Florida Obstetric and Gynecologic Society Award (1989) 
   Walter Oppelt Award for Pharmacology Research (1989) 
   Outstanding Teaching Resident (1995) 
   Edward R. Woodward Award (1995) 
   Surgical Research Award (1992) 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
   Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
   Division of Surgical Oncology 
   Assistant Professor of Surgery 1997-Present 
 
   University of Southern California 
   Department of Surgery 
   Instructor in Surgery 1996 
 
  

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
CLINICAL  Clinical Trials of Molecular Targeted Therapy for Breast 

Cancer and Melanoma.  
    
   Clinical Trials of Neoadjuvant Therapy for Operable Breast 

Cancer and Melanoma 
    
   Clinical Trials of Immunotherapy for Melanoma 
    
   Lymphatic Mapping and Sentinel Lymphadenectomy  
    
   Evaluation and Management of Women at High Risk of 

Developing Breast Cancer 
 
 
  
BASIC  SCIENCE Molecular and Cellular Biology of Melanoma and 

Breast Cancer 
 
   Tumor Immunology and Immunotherapy 
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  RESEARCH PROTOCOLS 

 
 
CLINICAL 1) Sentinel node mapping for breast cancer: a pilot study (VCC BRE-

9702). Principal Investigator. No extramural funding. 
 
  2) Early detection of occult micrometastases by lymph node mapping 

and RT-PCR in patients with invasive breast cancer: A multi-center 
trial (VCC BRE-9703). Principal Investigator. Funded by the 
Department of Defense (DOD) through Moffitt Cancer Center. 
(Closed) 

 
  3) A phase III randomized double-blind trial of immunotherapy with a 

polyvalent melanoma vaccine (C-VAX) plus BCG versus placebo plus 
BCG as a post-surgical treatment for stage IV melanoma (VCC MEL-
9807). Principal Investigator. Funded by the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) and CancerVaxR Corporation. 

 
  4) A phase III randomized double-blind pivotal trial of immunotherapy 

with BCG plus a polyvalent melanoma vaccine (C-VAX) versus BCG 
plus placebo as a post-surgical treatment for stage III melanoma 
(VCC MEL-9838). Principal Investigator. Funded by the NCI and 
CancerVaxR Corporation. 

 
  5) A multicenter trial of adjuvant interferon alfa-2b for melanoma 

patients with early lymph node metastasis detected by lymphatic 
mapping and sentinel lymph node biopsy (IN MEL-9701).  

  Principal Investigator. Funded by Schering-Plough Corporation. 
 
  6) Local excision alone for selected patients with DCIS of the breast 

(ECOG BRE-E5194). Co-Investigator. Funded by the Eastern 
Cooperative Oncology Group (ECOG). 

 
  7) Evaluation of lumpectomy, tamoxifen, and irradiation of the breast 

compared with lumpectomy plus tamoxifen in women 70 years of age 
or older with breast cancer that is less than or equal to 2 cm in size: A 
phase III study (ECOG BRE-C9343).  

  Co-Investigator. Funded by ECOG. (Closed) 
 
  8) NSABP Protocol P2: Study of tamoxifen and Raloxifene for the 

Prevention of Breast Cancer (IN P-9901) Principal Investigator. 
Funded by the National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Program 
(NSABP). 
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  9) Sentinel lymph node mapping in vulvar carcinoma (VCC GYN-
9921) Co-Investigator. No extramural funding. (Closed) 

 
  10) Identification of intraductal breast pathology in high-risk women: a 

multicenter trial (IN BRE-9945) Principal Investigator. Funded by 
Pro-Duct Health Corporation. (Closed) 

 
  11) A pilot study of molecular-based therapy utilizing neoadjuvant 

paclitaxel and concurrent radiation in stage II/III breast cancer (VCC 
BRE-9936) Co-Investigator. Funded by an American Cancer Society 
pilot grant to Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center. 

 
  12) A prognostic study of sentinel node and bone marrow 

micrometastasis in women with clinical T1 or T2 No Mo breast cancer. 
(ACoSOG trial Z-10, IN SUR-0043) Principal Investigator. Funded 
by NCI through ACoSOG. 

 
  13) A randomized trial of axillary node dissection in women with 

clinical T1 or T2 No Mo breast cancer who have a positive sentinel 
node. (ACoSOG trial Z-11, IN SUR-0044) Principal Investigator. 
Funded by NCI through ACoSOG. 

 
  14) Nashville Breast Health Study. Co-Investigator. Funded by the 

NCI (R-01 to Wei Zheng, MD, PhD). 
 
  15) A prospective follow-up study evaluating ductal lavage cytology in 

women at high risk of developing breast cancer. Principal 
Investigator. (closed).  

 
  16) HER (erbB) tyrosine kinase inhibitors in treatment-naïve operable 

breast cancer. Co-Principal Investigator. Funding application 
pending to the NCI (SPORE in breast cancer application, Vanderbilt-
Ingram Cancer Center). 

 
  17) A phase I/II clinical trial of PS-341, a proteasome inhibitor in 

combination with an extended continuous oral schedule of 
temazolamide in patients with advanced stage melanoma. Co-
Investigator. Funding application pending to the NCI (R-21 to Dr. 
Jeffrey Sosman) 
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BASIC  1) The role of NF-kB dysregulation in melanoma tumor progression. 

Collaborator. Funded by the NCI (R-01 to Ann Richmond, PhD). 
 
  2) Preclinical evaluation of autologous dendritic cells loaded with 

tumor-derived apoptotic bodies for immunotherapy of melanoma. 
Principal Investigator. Funded by the American Cancer Society 
Institutional Research Grant to Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
(IRG-58-009-42) and the NIH through the Vanderbilt Physician 
Scientist Development Program, 01/00-12/00. 

 
  3) Evaluation of in vitro anti-tumor immune responses to human 

dendritic cells loaded with apoptotic melanoma cells. Principal 
Investigator. Funded by the NIH through the Vanderbilt Physician 
Scientist Development Program. Pilot project funding application to 
the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center NCI Cancer Center Support 
Grant (2P30 CA68485-06) pending. 
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Receptor Gamma Chain.  Presented at the Society of Surgical Oncology, 
1997. 

 
11. Kelley MC, Nguyen TX, Hoon DSB, Essner R.  Regulation of Hepatocyte 

Growth Factor-Induced Cell Cycle Progression in Pancreatic Carcinoma.  
Presented at the Society of Surgical Oncology, 1997. 

 
12. Ravindranath MH, Amiri AA, Kelley MC, Jones RC, Morton DL. Tumor 

Progression After Immunotherapy With Melanoma Cell Vaccine is Predicted 
by the Ratio of IgG to IgM Antibodies to Sialyl-Lewisx and GM3 in a Murine 
Model.  Proc Am Assoc Cancer Res. 38:398, 1997. 

 
13. Essner R, Nguyen TX, Kelley MC, Hoon DSB.  Molecular Role of the 

Interleukin-2 Receptor Common Gamma Chain Subunit (IL-2Rγc) in 
Controlling Cell Cycle Progression of Human Non-Small Cell Lung 
Carcinomas by Interleukin-4.  Proc Am Assoc Cancer Res. 38:554, 1997. 

 
14. Essner R. Confori A, Kelley MC, Wanek L, Morton DL.  Cost Effective 

Management of the Inguinal Nodes in Early-Stage Melanoma.  Melanoma 
Res 7(Suppl 1):529, 1997. 

 
15. Kelley MC, Bostick P, Bilchik A, Foshag LJ, Essner R, Kuo C, Conrad A, 

Boasberg PD, Hoon DSB.  Molecular Detection of Pancreatic Carcinoma 
(PC) with a Multiple-Marker RT-PCR Assay.  Proc Am Soc Clin Oncol 
16:293a, 1997. 

 
16. Bostick P, Sarantou T, Essner R, Kelley MC, Glass E, Foshag LJ, Morton 

DL.  Intraoperative Lymphatic Mapping for Early-Stage Melanoma of the 
Head and Neck.  Presented at The Society of Head and Neck Surgeons, 
1997. 

 
17. Kelley MC, Nguyen TX, Hoon DSB, Essner R.  Human Pancreatic 

Carcinoma Growth and Invasion is Regulated by c-met and Interleukin-4 
Receptor Gene Expression.  Presented at The Society for Surgery of the 
Alimentary Tract, 1997. 

 
 
18. Essner R, Conforti A, Kelley MC, Wanek L, Stern S, Morton DL. Efficacy of 

selective lymphadenectomy as a therapeutic procedure for early-stage 
 12



melanoma. Presented at The Society of Surgical Oncology, 1998. 
 
19. Kelley MC, Leach SD, Simpson JW, Page DL, Beauchamp RD. Routine 

Review of Histopathology Affects Surgical Management of Melanoma. 
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Cancer Diagnosis and Surgical Treatment”. March 31, 2001. 
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