
CENTRAL LINE PRACTICE GUIDELINES

Line > 72 hours Culture: Await results

Purulence/Erythema at siteNew Site

Hemodynamic instability

New Site
Change line over guidewire

Send distal 5cm portion for culture & gram stain
 If +>15 CFU ………….New Site

PA Catheter & Cordis PA
Catheter to be cultured to be changed over

wire every 5-7 days
When no longer using PA Catheter, remove

Catheter & change cordis to triple lumen catheter
via wire exchange

Signs of possible CR-BSSI (any of the following)
   New Onset of Fever, >39 C
   Hypothermia
   New Onset Leukocytosis/leukopenia
   >48 hrs. after admission
   No routine change of triple lumen catheter
   All triple lumen catheters should be antibiotic
   impregnated
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