Splenic Vaccination Practice Guideline
Indications:
All patients status post splenectomy
All patients with <50% intact spleen

Protocol:
Pneumovax 0.5mL or SQ
Hemophilus vaccine (Hib) 0.5 mL IM
Meningiococcal Vaccine (Menomune) 0.5 mL SQ

Vaccinations should be administered 3 days post-splenectomy or the day prior to
discharge, whichever comes first, unless patient remains in the ICU. *?

Vaccinations should be administered post-ICU stay. “Although there are no data on the
optimum timing of vaccine given postoperatively, it is logical to give it at time of
discharge, thus minimizing the immunosuppressive effect of surgery.”

Revaccination of Pneumovax every 6 years. (CDC Guidelines) No data to support the
same for Hib or Menomune.

* Suggest implementation of “Medi-Alert” bracelet literature for post-splenectomy
patients.
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