
CONVERT TO PSV 
(FROM SIMV OR A/C)

Entry Criteria:
1.  Ventilator in SIMV or A/C mode
2.  MD order

Ventilator 
in A/C 
mode?

Change to SIMV at 
same rate.  Set PSV to 

10 cmH2O

Total rate 
> set rate?

Decrease rate by 2 
breaths/min.  Wait 10 min.

Total rate > 
set rate? Obtain ABG

Set rate 
<10?

Obtain ABG

PCO2 > 50 or 
pH < 7.30?

Stop.  Notify MD
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PCO2 > 50 
or pH < 
7.30?

RR < 30?
Spontaneous 
Tidal Volume 

> 8cc/kg?

Increase PSV 2 
cmH2O.  Wait 30s.

Increase PSV 2 
cmH2O, not to exceed 
30 cmH2O.  Wait 30s

Spontaneous 
Tidal Volume 

<6 cc/kg?
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CONVERT TO PSV 
(FROM SIMV OR A/C) CONT.

Stop

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

Stop.  Notify MD

Yes

Yes

Change 
mode to 

PSV only

Signs of 
intolerance

?

Change mode 
back to SIMV Stop.  Notify MD




